Fatal hepatitis B reactivation after autologous bone marrow transplantation.
We report a fatal case of hepatitis B reactivation following autologous bone marrow transplantation for acute lymphocytic leukaemia. The presence of antibodies to HBs and HBc at presentation indicated previous infection with hepatitis B; these antibodies disappeared during the course of treatment for leukaemia. HBsAg was first detected in serum 5 weeks post-transplant; liver function tests began to deteriorate 8 weeks later, when HBeAg was first detected. The hepatitis followed a fulminant course, and the patient died 10 days later, in the 15th week following transplant.